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  A NOTE FOR OUR SUP PORTERS   ABOUT BEST BUDDIES F LORIDA  
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Best Buddies is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedi-
cated to establishing a global volunteer movement that 
creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, inte-
grated employment and leadership development for 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
 

Founded in 1989 by Anthony Kennedy Shriver, Best 
Buddies is a vibrant, international organization that has 
grown from one original chapter to more than 1,400 
college, high school and middle school campuses 
across the country and internationally. Best Buddies 
programs engage participants in each of the 50 United 
States, and on six continents with additional country 
programs under active development.  
 

Our six formal programs�±Best Buddies Citizens, Col-
leges, e-Buddies®, High Schools, Jobs and Middle 
Schools�±will positively impact more than 400,000 indi-
viduals this year. Best Buddies volunteers annually con-
tribute services to the community that equate to more 
than $70 million. 
 

Even though Best Buddies has advanced tremendously 
in our short existence, many areas of the country and 
many regions of the world still lack programs to help 
people with intellectual disabilities become part of main-
stream society. Our goal is to continue expanding na-
tionwide and at the local community level, while more 
broadly engaging the global community through our 
programs and outreach. 

OUR MISSIO N 

to establish a global volunteer movement that creates 
opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated em-
ployment and leadership development for people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

�³ �  ́ �³ �  ́
I PARTICIPATE IN BES T BUDDIES  

�%�(�&�$�8�6�(���:�(�·�5�(���&�+�$�1�*�,�1�*���/�,�9�(�6����
ONE FRIENDSHIP AT A TIME.  

I LOVE BEST BUDDIES BECAUSE IT IS 
FILLED WITH UNDISCRIMINATING 

LOVE 

Dear Friends: 
 
The year 2009 was indeed a year of transition for Best Buddies 
Florida. I was pleased to become the new Florida State Director 
in October after bidding farewell and congratulations to former 
State Director, Stephanie Moore, who assumed a new position 
with Best Buddies International. I am honored to have joined 
such a dynamic organization whose global mission of enhancing 
the lives of people with intellectual disabilities continues to grow 
in scope and worldwide recognition. 
 
Transition also occurred subsequent to a second round of gov-
ernment support funding cuts in FY 2008-2009.  Despite the 
reductions in support, cost cutting measures implemented by a  
�V�W�D�I�I���Z�K�R���Z�H�Q�W���³�D�E�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���E�H�\�R�Q�G�´���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�Q��
tinue to serve nearly 10,000 participants from offices in Orlando, 
Jacksonville, Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale, and Miami. In partnership 
with the State of Florida Department of Education, Dade County 
governmental and education agencies, foundations, and private 
donors, Best Buddies continues to thrive. 
 
Signature events like Best Buddies Days in March, Friendship 
Balls in May, Audi quattro Cup Golf Tournaments in June, Ha-
vana Nights, and Toast and Taste events in the fall continued 
with great success.  The Miami and Tampa Business Buddies 
groups continue to work to promote Best Buddies and garner 
financial support.  New initiatives such as the Friendship Walk, 
the Circle of Friends Volunteer Corps, and a revamped JOBS 
(employment services program) were developed for implementa-
tion in 2010 and 2011.   
 
As you review our report and our progress, please consider 
making a contribution which will help us achieve our goal to 
�P�D�W�F�K���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���G�R�O�O�D�U�V���Z�L�W�K���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���«���D���J�R�D�O���R�I��
nearly $700,000.  Your support will help us continue to enhance 
the lives of people with intellectual disabilities by providing one-
to-one friendships and integrated employment.  Thank you for 
your continued interest in Best Buddies Florida! 
 
In friendship,  
 
Sandra Wilt 
State Director, Best Buddies Florida 
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